
PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION 
Environmental Public Health Section 

Providing Childcare Facilities Radon 
Education Materials & Test Kits

Oregon Radon Awareness Program 
Jara Popinga, Program Coordinator 

Oregon Health Authority, Public Health Division 
Environmental Public Health Section 



2

Program Partnership

• Radon content experts. (Oregon 
Radon Awareness Program)

• Provide support and education 
when it comes to radon testing.

• Funded by EPA  

• Non-regulatory statewide 
program designed to help 
childcare professionals. 

• Protecting kids from 
potentially harmful chemicals

• Funded by CDC



Oregon Choose Safe Places (CSP)

Program Goal: 
• Reduce and prevent toxic exposures in childcare settings. 

CSP Main Project: 
• Developed a checklist of environmental health considerations 

to help childcare providers identify and address hazards at 
their programs. 

• Program staff provide individual consultation to those who 
filled out the check list. 

• This checklist had RADON listed on it. 



Why focus on Radon? 

• Received COVID supplemental 
funding (extra monies) 

• Noticed a trend relating to radon 
when providing individual 
consultation to daycare 
providers. 

• Saw an opportunity to partner 
with Oregon Radon Awareness 
Program to create educational 
materials. 
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Chart1

		Completed Environmental Checklist

		Indicated No Radon Test in the Past 5 Years



# of Providers

31

21

31

21



Sheet1

				# of Providers

		Completed Environmental Checklist		31

		Indicated No Radon Test in the Past 5 Years		21

		3rd Qtr		1.4

		4th Qtr		1.2







Radon Educational Materials
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INTRODUCTION
LETTER

RADON & 
CHILDREN’S HEALTH 

FACT SHEET

HAVE YOU TESTED 
YOUR HOME FOR 

RADON? BROCHURE
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TRANSLATED TEST KIT 
INSTRUCTIONS

AFTER TESTING GUIDE

Radon Educational Materials



Radon Test Kit Distribution
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Oregon Radon Risk Map by zip code

750 Childcare locations 
identified in high risk or 
unidentified zip codes 

Estimated that 750 
locations have the 

capacity to care for 
15,000 children
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Results 

Hundreds of providers 
made aware of 

environmental hazards 
such as radon.

11 Languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese 
(Traditional & Simplified), Farsi, Korean, Romanian, 

Russian, Spanish, Somali, & Vietnamese
 

5 educational materials created

750 test kits sent, 5% return rate (October 1st) 

Radon
?



Challenges Successes 
• Utilize extra funding and 

collaboration to create new 
educational materials, reach a 
new target audience and 
distribute radon test kits. 

• Eliminating the barrier of 
purchasing radon test kits. 

•  Aligned program missions and 
goals

• Program capacity and time was 
limited. Ran out of time/funding. 

• Time constraints did allow for any 
individualized follow-ups with 
these providers as Choose Safe 
Places ended on 3/31/23.



Questions? 
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Oregon Radon Awareness Program 
Jara Popinga, Program Coordinator 

jara.popinga@oha.oregon.gov 
www.healthoregon.org/radon

mailto:jara.popinga@oha.oregon.gov
http://www.healthoregon.org/radon

	Providing Childcare Facilities Radon Education Materials & Test Kits
	Program Partnership
	Slide Number 3
	Why focus on Radon? 
	Radon Educational Materials
	Radon Educational Materials
	Radon Test Kit Distribution
	Results 
	Challenges 
	Questions? 

