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Historical Dry Cleaners 
in Milwaukee, WI

• Approximately 1,300 
historical dry cleaner 
locations in Milwaukee

• Concern for repurpose, 
including child care 
facilities



Former One Hour Martinizing

Former dry cleaner unit Adjacent child care use



Former One Hour Martinizing Timeline

1967–2003

Dry cleaner operated 
in strip mall

2008–2009

Initial limited soil &
groundwater investigation

2019

DHS performed 
indoor air sampling

2021

Additional limited
investigation

2023

DHS / local health performed
indoor air sampling

DHS = Wisconsin Department of Health Services



Former One Hour Martinizing

BOLD = Exceed Standard or Screening Level
*Sampled by DHS in former dry cleaner unit
µg/kg = micrograms per kilogram
µg/L = micrograms per liter
µg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter
PCE = Tetrachloroethene

Media Year Units PCE Standard or Screening Level 
(Residential / Small Commercial)

Soil 2008 µg/kg 5,640,000 4.5

Groundwater 2009 µg/L 218,000 5

Indoor Air (DC)* 2019 µg/m3 59 42 / 180

Sub-Slab Vapor 2021 µg/m3 29,000 1,400 / 5,800

Indoor Air (other units)* 2023 µg/m3 3.2 42 / 180

Geology: Clay with sand & some cobbles
Depth to groundwater: 6.4 – 14 feet below 
ground surface



Department of Children & Families 
Authority with Radon
• Jan 2024 – DHS initiated conversation with

• Milwaukee Health Department (MHD), 
• Wisconsin Department of Children & Families (DCF) and
• DNR

• DCF  requires child care facilities to test for radon & report results
• If radon > 4 pCi/L, notify parents/legal guardians & mitigate

• Concern with authority for parent/legal guardian notifications on 
vapor intrusion (VI)

pCi/L = picocuries per liter



DCF:

• No authority to 
require 
notification to 
parents on VI, 
even if indoor air 
impacted

• No authority to 
require child care 
provider to 
mitigate VI

DHS:

• No authority to 
require 
notification to 
parents on VI

DNR:

• Authority to 
require 
responsible party 
notify 
“occupants” of 
test results

• Authority to 
require 
responsible party 
to mitigate for 
vapors

DCF, DHS & MHD:

• Could jointly 
support the DNR 
in 
recommendation 
for child care 
provider to 
notify parents & 
mitigate if no 
action by 
responsible party

Agency Authorities



Former One Hour Martinizing

BOLD = Exceed Standard or Screening Level
*Sampled by DHS in former dry cleaner unit
µg/kg = micrograms per kilogram
µg/L = micrograms per liter
µg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter
PCE = Tetrachloroethene

Media Year Units PCE Standard or Screening Level 
(Residential / Small Commercial)

Soil 2008 µg/kg 5,640,000 4.5

Groundwater 2009 µg/L 218,000 5

Indoor Air (DC)* 2019 µg/m3 59 42 / 180

Sub-Slab Vapor 2021 µg/m3 29,000 1,400 / 5,800

Indoor Air (other units)* 2023 µg/m3 3.2 42 / 180

Sub-Slab Vapor 2024 µg/m3 18,800 1,400 / 5,800



Moving Forward

DHS is continuing to consider health-led indoor air sampling at child care 
centers

DNR efforts to include notification of parents/guardians of minors in rule 
revisions

DCF will attempt to incorporate parent notification & mitigation requirement 
for environmental health hazards (incl. VI) in next rule revision

Milwaukee is checking in with the DNR prior to issuing child care licenses



DHS Developed Fact Sheets & Letter Templates

• Radon Testing for Child Care Providers 
• Radon Mitigation for Child Care Providers
• Radon Notification Letter for Parents and Guardians

Published July 2024

• VI fact sheets for child care providers 
• Example VI notification letter for parents and guardians

Coming Soon



https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/radon/child-care.htm 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/radon/child-care.htm


Wisconsin 
Vapor 

Intrusion Brief 
Updates



VI Comms Mapping

January – June 2024 VI Communications Mapping
(DNR, DHS & city of Milwaukee (multiple departments))
Established plans for information sharing in specific scenarios



Searchable 
Vapor Flags

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/botw
/SetUpBasicSearchForm.do 

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/botw/SetUpBasicSearchForm.do
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/botw/SetUpBasicSearchForm.do


Example Search



Vapor 
Banners

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/botw/
SetUpBasicSearchForm.do 

https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/botw/SetUpBasicSearchForm.do
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/botw/SetUpBasicSearchForm.do


Active 
Notification 
Information 
on Web

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Brown
fields/Vapor.html 

Posted on VI Resources for 
Environmental Professionals webpage.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Brownfields/Vapor.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Brownfields/Vapor.html


Jennifer Borski
Jennifer.Borski@wisconsin.gov 

920-360-0853
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