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Keweenaw Bay Indian Communit y 
Radon Program



Lake Superior Band of Chippewa 
(O jibwa) Indians



• 3,500+ registered Tribal members

• 59,000 acres of primarily forested land 
(checkerboard ownership)

• 23 miles of Lake Superior shoreline
• 200+ miles of streams and rivers
• Nearly 5,000 acres of inland lakes and 

wetlands

• Responsibilities
• Shared obligation with our human and 

more -then -human relatives for the 
protection and stewardship of the 
region

• We are not alone; we share this space 
with many that cannot speak for 
themselves in the Council of Men. 



• Field Fisheries & AIS

• Hatchery

• Wildlife & Habitat 

• Environmental Health

• Great Lakes

• Sustainability

• Forestry (separate Department)

KBIC Nat ural Resources Depart ment



• Began in 1993 to combat declining native 
fish populations

• Raises lake trout, brook trout, and walleye

• Annual stocking targets
• 25,000 walleye 
• 30,000 coaster brook trout
• 40,000 stream brook trout
• 50,000 lake trout fingerlings

• Develops and manages biologically and 
genetically unique strains of fish for its 
program

KBIC Hat chery



• Discovered to be an issue in the early 2000’s

• Continuous monitoring was put in place
• Levels were found to be up to 100 pCi /L 

on some days

• Primary source of radon is present in the 
groundwater that is constantly flowing 
throughout the hatchery

• 120 gal/min

Hat chery Radon Journey (Discovery) 



• Original mitigation was to seal the water 
which then was vented outdoors

• System put in place in late 2000’s

• Water was aerated in the drop pipe releasing 
radon gas

• It was then passively vented to the outdoors

• Air exchange systems put in place in 2010

Hat chery Radon Journey (Mit igat ion) 



• Now head tanks are used that degas the 
water

• Exhaust fans pull out released radon gas

• Numerous fans and air exchange systems 
have been updated

• Continuous radon monitoring 
• Femto -tech  CRM-510LP
• RadonEye  in both buildings

• Levels are now found to be below 2 pCi /L

Hat chery Today



Posters, pamphlets, and charcoal tests placed at 
KBIC He a lt h  Clin ic , t rib a l ce n te r, lib ra ry, a n d  loca l 
g ove rn m e n t  com m on s a re a s 

Ra d io  a d ve rt ise m e n t s t h rou g h ou t  m on t h  o f 
Ja n u a ry

Soc ia l m e d ia  p ost s on  KBIC Na t u ra l Re sou rce s 
Pa g e

Radon Act ion Mont h O ut reach 20 24



The annual 3 -day Pow Wow is our best 
attended outreach event. During 2024 
numerous charcoal tests were distributed.. 

20 24 KBIC Pow Wow



Annual outreach event for distributing radon 
test kits and providing one on one radon 
education to the community. Advertised the 
importance of IAQ and home assessments as 
well. Here we also provided DIY all purpose 
cleaner.

20 24 KBIC Healt h Fair



• Assisted with Hatchery radon 
measurement and mitigation

• Supports KBIC with charcoal test kits and 
printed publications

• Provides assistance and shares 
opportunities to implement KBIC Radon 
Program growth

Part nership wit h St at e of 
Michigan - EGLE Radon O ffice



• Expand our radon monitoring program 
within the hatchery as well as the 
public (more monitors)

• Develop and offer radon testing for 
Real Estate transactions

• Work with KBIC Housing 
Department

• Continue all in person air quality 
assessment work

Goals for KBIC Radon 
Program



KBIC SIRG Program Contact - 

Teal Sackett – Air Quality Specialist

906 -524 -5757 x 4218

tsackett@kbic -nsn.gov

Thank you!
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